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Church Calendar

Gods Providence Amidst
Human Doubt

(Annunciation to Zachariah St. Luke 01:1-25)

Fr. Sajoie Samuel

God Almighty adorns prominent roles to people who are otherwise con-
sidered as insignificant by the society. The sons of Jesse would admit this
when they saw their brother David kill the Palestinian giant Goliath (1 Samuel
10). Jesus blesses little children and tells others to be like them as the
Kingdom of Heaven belonged to them. The Jewish people frowned upon
children and saw them as insignificant. In today's Evangelion reading too, a
childless couple who are not in the mainstream of the society, are chosen to
be parents of the messenger to the Messiah. Zachariah was old and Eliza-
beth was seen as a disgrace as she was barren.

Evangelion Summary

When Herod was king of Judea, the Priest Zachariah was chosen by lot
to offer incense. During prayers he was visited by Angel Gabriel who gave
him the good tidings that a son will be born to him. Zachariah failed to
believe and he asks for a sign. As punishment for his impudence he is
struck dumb until the child is born.

I. TO BEAR FRUIT, TRUST IN THE LORD'S PROMISE

To say outright that Zachariah lacked trust in God would be wrong.
Even after not having a child, the couple led a righteous life. His wife
Elizabeth also led a life worthy of being the mother of the messenger to the
Messiah. Zachariah was offering prayers at the Holiest of Holy place.
What he was praying for, was being answered by God. But his lack of
trust forced him to raise a doubt over God's plans. When God was ready to
answer his prayers, Zachariah proved himself unworthy to recieve it.

Two thieves were crucified with Jesus. One trusted in Him. The other
did not. Job trusted in the Almighty even when he lost everything. Abraham
trusted in God that made him to leave his kinsmen and go to the place
showed by God. Trust helps us to walk the traversities of life without tri-
pling or falling over. Our Savior has promised us that He will never forsake
us. Even if a mother forgets her baby, God will not forsake His creation. It
is this trust that we need to have with our Savior and Master.

II. ASK GOD YOUR QUESTIONS, NOT DOUBTS

When we ask questions to God, it helps us to get a better clarity. It helps
to prepare ourselves for what God expects of us. When Angel Gabriel
appears to Mary she asks a question to the former. She was a virgin. She
could not conceive unless married. If she would have given birth sans mar-
riage, as per the prevalent Jewish rules, she would be stoned to death. It's
for this reason that she asks a question to the Angel. Mary's question can-
not be seen as a doubt but as an innocent question.

Zachariah asks a blunt doubt which made God's proclamation look dumb.
There is a thin line of difference between a question and a doubt. But why
was Angel Gabriel so harsh on Zachariah? He could have pardoned the
Levite. The reason is, Zachariah was no ordinary man. He was a Levite
who was praying for himself and others. If he was a layman his quantum of
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punishment would not have been so harsh. But the moment he voiced his
doubts, he was questioning the power of the Almighty. Doubt is like rust. It
makes us redundant and ineffective.

III. DON'T LOOK AT YOUR LIMITATIONS BUT GOD'S
STRENGTH

David was a smart and brave lad who plucked up courage to fight Goliath.
During the fight David did not think that he lacked military prowess. Nei-
ther did his incapability of wearing the royal armour haunt him. Rather he
had God's name on his lips and that proved to be his forte. On the other
hand, Zachariah looked at his advanced years and drew a barricade for
God's plans.

When we identity our weakness what matters is where we look. Are
we looking at ourselves or on God? When walking on water, Peter changed
his attention to the raging wind and he trips. Elijah flees from the wrath of
Jezebel. Abraham and Sarah looked at their advanced years and laughed at
the divine promise. When we look up at God, we are giving ourselves a
positive frame of thinking. When we look up, we are ceasing to all influ-
ences on earth. There is an upward movement. And when there is an
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upward movement towards God, then nothing can bring us down.
IV. RECIEVE YOUR MIRACLES WITH FAITH

We are living in an age of O.T.P. (one time password). We order things
from online sites but if we give the wrong O.T.P., then we will not recieve
the package. Similarly we may pray day in and day out, but if our faith is
shaky, then we might not pray at all. Faith is the vital cog that makes our
prayers fruitful. Unfortunately we need faith to pray as well as to recieve
what we have prayed for. Our prayers attain fruition when it is prefixed
and suffixed with faith.

Offering incense in the Holy of Holies, Zachariah lacked this faith by
which he could not accept with both hands what was offered to him. To
ask a request in prayer we need faith, to receive the same also we need
faith.

V. SOME PUNISHMENTS ARE GOOD FOR US

God's love is so encompassing that even when He punishes us, it would
be a blessing in disguise for us. When God wants to punish Cain, He ends
up protecting him from his foes. So he is given a mark on his forehead by
which none would harm him. A loving earthly father never harms his kids
as the former loves the latter. Moreover our Heavenly Father loves us
more than our early father.

Zachariah sins through the medium of his mouth and hence he is muted.
If he was not silenced, he might have asked the same question to Elizabeth
and cause her to falter. For nine months Zachariah was silent and in this
silence his spiritual maturity increases. So when baby John cries in birth,
father Zachariah cries in faith.

VI. FAITHFUL PRAYERS ARE FILED IN HEAVEN

Are you fed up of praying for certain things as God has not answered
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your prayers? Don't worry you are not alone. The righteous couple prayed
and prayed till their hair turned grey but still they did not budge a bit from
their praying habit. Hence their prayers are heard. We might think why
God is delaying to answer our prayers. In fact God is waiting for the oppor-
tune time to answer our prayers.

So let's pray and also encourage others to pray. Let's pray as a commu-
nity for ourselves and for others. Today the world is badly in need of our
prayers. Moreover our prayers will benefit us more than others. The more
a sword is used, the more would it be sharp. Only a used well replenishes
itself. Prayer has therapeutic significance that gives solace to our soul.

CONCLUSION

God's wondrous acts have not ceased. Even today He does miracles.
He is wanting to do miracles in our life too. Are we willing to submit our-
selves in His presence so that He takes over and brings up a change in us?
Let us not waver in faith. May the lamp of our faith shine strong. Amen.

GLOSSARY

Offering Incense: The Levites of Zechariah's time were divided into 24
divisions. Each division served in the temple twice a year. So if there were
around 12,000 Levites then there would have been 500 on duty that day
with Zechariah being one of them.

By casting of lots, the duty of burning incense fell to this aged priest.
Undoubtedly God’s hand was involved in the selection of Zechariah that
day. Most priests would spend their lifetime serving never to be selected to
burn incense in the temple.

Father's Day: The church also commemorates this Sunday as Father's
Day. We see a Levite praying for the well being of the community as a
father prays for his kinsmen.

A3 3L (A IOIMo  114-0D®)
A1IQaHld C3INMIaNOAIAV
alOMo®1S @

@H05Wo: 203 (N1BNINIEVOMS BIBTMEALIE: M HBBM @A all3yodmal
(adaNoMo  (ag)o.2).8.0VL.ag)V.af)o.)  114-00@ QIOBHIH: BBOMaDOMaM
@)MIee BBIMVMOEMIOM @REINOILODIGE AlCMMo@Ig »HOE®ILlesny
@0e8ZHI03 Ala] AWlMVoenI@ 26 M@ 29 AUOO MSEN)0. 26-M) HOAUBIBGANOO
al. snIeaLLlcoMS 203EEMOn0 OMHMS @I®IVM Hoecmoeiles enioal
TLEMA8Mo POVLI0SMo alQo. Faith, Fellowship, Friendship: Journeying with

Christ ag)am®0o6n) 0D AIGaHOOD
ey aflamoaila@o. E060 W)
gl@d mlanyo O6NB) Gal@ds) GB06MD
(eDMaUI@3  quosnIaTWlesnoalyam
®o6m. R G(SaUM anITmy
8000386 300 ©)al. 2023 AlVoENIA
5-M) B)MBalow] ERIMIESaHM al)@
O WOCSHENSOEM).

CHIM(ANMAV  A2Z1aVE(SaHD
avosniawlafi8s8 ailuvoa
ail106aBU3 A6
www.mgocsm.in
avmAU1B9) M.

Vol. 06 No. 47

THE ONLINE OFFICIAL NEWS BULLETIN OF MOSC

aUGMan o mo: ail(wonlaill@mo MWV1BN)AN CBHISWo @(BITVMAMINEI
o) @13an AIGl®H0)0s @0IMeEBEIT3 AVEMaNaMVoMMo MSOMAN). @R)AY
VoMo MLIB:OAVE ()0) ABMAN0 CHISWo @EBITVMmomlael avlmlwad
PoUBlAHMIMI® and CWI. 9l O GRIaHUID @AW cAUMOMIGI
SOM)C213aN). MWSAUD: HD(DICIIENIOM GAWI. ®WaNICMIM MmIA
AlaUea92c0oa’ ®loijcamlwio M®IAM anaIdld:0)e aVATal @Sals:
ald001m00)0  GEUO al5a990)0 AVANIaNI®MEIV]0)IM).

MIWa N3 HIVAIMIAG] (2 1GQIWdMo:
@RGCaldhH hHaN]2))

Mo OIVM @AM BIBAMEUIL TV TIEWOEBIH]BH@ HALAIMIA]
@RS)O NI0ICRINNBSB BRGCAINH H:HeMla]). al)Glajla] GRGAINU GaNI06BUI

v

2024 2mM)AIE] 5-00 BBl HAVEIMIGE] B0anTMIG3 LIElGHHEN®OMN).

2023 November 18

Page|14



ARIh GIOOMenadm milaml me

MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH ”“*w*‘“‘

o[‘@’i =

Dear Elizabeth

Reflection on the holy Gospel reading (St. Luke 1:1-25)
Annunciation to Zechariah

Rincy

In a world where the passive obedience and muzzled voice of women is
brandished as the epitome of virtue; the Advent season is set in motion,
focusing on two families, where men silently listen and the women proclaim
the glory of God. The centre of power shifts to those who are in the mar-
gins of society and St. Luke’s gospel begins with the story of such a woman.
Both Zechariah and Elizabeth are addressed as being ‘righteous before
God’(v6). The societal expectation of righteousness is different for a man
and a woman. The community could tag Zachariah as a righteous man
because he didn’t divorce Elizabeth even though she bore him no child, but
expected extreme sacrifices from Elizabeth to confer her the same title.
Right from the time of creation, the women have been held accountable for
the fall of man and Elizabeth lived in a society when the liability of barren-
ness fell exclusively on the woman.

Elizabeth was the wife of a priest and subjected to minute scrutiny by
the public glare. It hasn’t changed much since. She is held accountable for
her husband’s ministry to the extent there are failures, but the successes
are exclusively his. He could falter but she had to be the embodiment of
perfection while bearing all the pain, tears and anguish within her. Our Lord
answered the devil that man shall not live by bread alone — it is ironic that
the first question in the Malayalee community to kochammas is “what is
your speciality” (implying the command of culinary skills). Of course, to
lead a family life one does need to develop life skills, but the expectations
from a priest’s wife could outdo the skills expected from Norland graduated
nannies.

We judge a priest based on his voice, oratory skills, list of doctorate
degrees etc. but remain inconclusive of his/his family’s spiritual outlook. In
the race to become the darling of the masses, many have forgotten the duty
of care towards their own home and family. An ‘ordinary’ married priest
who leads his family in spiritual discipline and who genuinely commands the
respect of his family is a blessing not only to his parish but to the entire
community. It is highly probable that if Zechariah had limited speech func-
tionality, he would have had to spend most of the time at home. In a world
that still places the entire onus of child rearing exclusively to women, the
Advent season rightfully reminds the fathers (laymen and married clergy
alike) of their duties towards their home- to return to their families and to
sanctify themselves so that their families are sanctified.

When an Elizabeth raises an issue of abuse, the society helps lower the
bar of righteousness for the other half like this- “if he has disrespected you
then at least he has never shouted at you in public; if he has shouted at you
then at least he has never hit you; if he has hit you then at least he is not
promiscuous; if he is involved with someone else, then he has a public standing,
and for the sake of children you should keep quiet.” Elizabeths have bled
then, Elizabeths are bleeding now.

As the miracle of life is being unfolded, the one who was ordained to
preach held in silence. To be silent for over nine/ten months is indeed a
humbling experience. The first step to inculcate the virtue of empathy is to
acknowledge one's own privilege .Hopefully the months of silence led
Zechariah to contemplate his privilege- if as a family they were objects of
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shame because of childlessness then it was Elizabeth who took the hit more
of the two. Providing his meals on time at various intervals, vestments al-
ways laundered in the correct way and available- the unseen labour would
be coupled with heart rendering reproach. Gossips would be rife about Eliza-
beth that she would have likely incurred the wrath of God through her ac-
tions that made her barren. Zechariah’s own relatives would have chided
Elizabeth during their younger days that he had far better matrimonial ‘op-
tions’.

Elizabeth's hope and prayers for a child would have diminished as she
inched close to menopausal period since it was logically impossible to con-
ceive during such time. Isaac was forty years when he married Rebekkah
and he was sixty years when Esau and Jacob were born to them. In all
these years Isaac prayed for Rebekkah (Genesis 25:20-26). Perhaps Eliza-
beth would have yearned that Zechariah talk to her a little more often, stand
up for her a little more often, comfort her a little more often. Elizabeths then
and now still yearn the same. A reflection we ought to do during this season
is whether our words give life to those who are called to go through a
painful waiting period.

As the one who faced the ridicule of society, Elizabeth (as we will see in
subsequent weeks) takes under her wings the young St. Mary who will be
doubted and gossiped about her pregnancy. Through her empathetic nature
for the vulnerable Elizabeth foreshadows the work of Christ.

By the prayers of our holy parents among the saints, Elizabeth
Kochamma and Priest Zechariah, may the Lord have mercy upon us and
help us.
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Abraham Mar Stephanos met with Bishop Bartholomew of Ariane,
Vicar General of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Germany,
Archpriest Radu Constantin Miron, Ecumenical Officer of the Greek
Orthodox Metropolis of Germany and Chairman of the Association
of Christian Churches (ACK) in Germany, as well as Dr. Vliagkoftis,
Director of the Offices of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis, at the
headquarters of the Greek Orthodox Church in Germany in Bonn.
During the meeting, discussions revolved around the Church's po-
tential involvement in dialogical bodies and interdenominational
organizations, exploring ways to officially participate in these initia-
tives.
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